
brussels,
a sustainable city!

let’s work together to make

brussels a sustainable city 
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over the past few years, the brussels-capital 

region has implemented many actions aimed at 

taking on environmental challenges specific to 

a modern and dynamic city/region. the objective 

is to make brussels, the belgian and european 

capital, a model in terms of sustainable develop-

ment, quality of life and solidarity for all.  

this transition is underway! featuring key facts, 

this brochure will provide you with all the nec-

essary information allowing you to become the 

best ambassadors for our region in the future. 

because the sustainable city is being created 

and constructed every day, together, thanks 

to each one of us and for future generations. 

that’s why, with more than one million of us in 

brussels, every action counts.
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climate change and energy
A significant reduction in CO

2
 emissions 
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Since 2004, energy consumption among the population of Brussels

and CO
2
 emissions per inhabitant have reduced by an average of 18% 

despite a growth of population !

Since 2004, the Region has seen an impressive 

increase in the energy produced by photovoltaic 

installations.
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transport
A spectacular increase in alternative methods of transport

Between 2000 and 2011 the use of regional public

transport (STIB) grew by 94% increasing from 170 million

to 330 million journeys a year.

Totals and averages of the number of cyclists in 16 places

in May and September since 1998.
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Municipal waste

waste management
A clear reduction in waste production thanks to
an active prevention policy 

A reduction of 20% per inhabitant since 2000 for

municipal waste. 
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green spaces
Brussels devotes 53% to green spaces 

Dense and

open vegetation 

in BCR.

More than 60 km long, 

the Green Trail allows 

pedestrians and cyclists 

to visit the Region and 

cross many parks and 

nature reserves.
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nature
An exceptional biodiversity in an urban environment

793 plant species

92 birds

44 mammal species

8 amphibians and reptiles

Site III

Site II

Site I

Brussels has three

Natura 2000 sites

(SAC), totalling 2.321 

ha, i.e. 14 % of the

Brussels area!



8

Brussels network of noise measurement stations.

reduction in inconveniences
Almost half of the noisiest points in the city have been redeveloped

den
 indicator

L
den

 indicator – 2005.
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water
Numerous actions carried out to meet the great challenge of
water management in Brussels
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Methodological change between 2001 and 2002

Evolution in water consumption per day and per inhabitant in 

100%
of intercepted 

water in

Brussels

is treated 
99%

of waste

water is

currently

collected
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sustainable neighbourhoods
Change, renovate, build
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Proportion of passive housing in the total construction

of housing in Brussels.

EXEMPLARY BUILDINGS

156 projects · 350,000 m2

1/5 of building sites in Brussels · 1,250 jobs

EMPLOYMENT-ENVIRONMENT ALLIANCE

30,000 hours of training · + 2,500 “green” jobs

GREEN JOBS IN BRUSSELS (2005)

12,400 jobs

Tivoli: a new sustain

able neighbourhood 

accessible to all with its 

500 dwellings, a park, 

two crèches, shops and 

an estate for compa

nies in the sustainable 

construction sector.
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four strong specificities of brussels

A SOCIAL APPROACH

sustainable development. Inclusion of residents and participation are consequently at the heart of its public policies.

a  

a  

a  

AN IMPRESSIVE TRANSFORMATION

a   2 of low energy 
2

a  

or public.

a   

AN INFLUENCIAL POSITION IN EUROPE AND THE WORLD

a   

a  

a  

than elsewhere.

a  

transform their policies.

A REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PLAN
 

a 

a   

a  Includes monitoring of the sustainability of public policies. 
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www.sustainablecity.be
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